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Read 1: A Celebration of Grandfathers

Vocabulary

Term Form Meaning Picture

CA-ELD:  ELD.PI.8.6.c.Ex

Instructions for Student

Complete the chart by cutting and pasting the correct meaning and picture into the third and fourth 

column to match the term in each row.

Meaning Options ( 5 of 5 )

prepared land for growing crops
............ diseases that affect a large number of people

............ confuses someone
............

people working together to meet a goal
............ lines

............

Picture Options ( 5 of 5 )

............
............

............
............

............

cooperation noun

epidemics noun

tilled verb

perplexes verb

creases noun
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Read 1: A Celebration of Grandfathers

Using Language

Complete each sentence by filling in the blank or blanks.

CA-ELD:  ELD.PII.8.6.Ex

Instructions for Student

1. Find the sentence in paragraph 2 that tells how the young people of the author’s community responded to

what the older people had to share.

They had something important to share with the young,  .

2. Find the sentence in paragraph 2 that explains what the older people learned from working with the earth.

These old abuelos and abuelitas had worked the earth all their lives,

3. Find the sentence in paragraph 2 that tells how people in the author’s community responded to the need to

work together.

The daily struggle called for cooperation,

4. Find the sentence in paragraph 6 that tells how the older people spoke.

 , they spoke plainly and with few words,  .

5. Find the sentence in paragraph 6 that tells why the older people in the author’s community passed along

their knowledge.

All this they passed on to the young,
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Re-Read 2: A Celebration of Grandfathers

Using Language

First Idea Later Idea

CA-ELD:  ELD.PII.8.2.b.Ex

Instructions for Student

For each of the sentences from the text in column 1, find the statements that use repetition to link back to 

that idea later in the text. Write the statement in the appropriate row in column 2.

Later Idea Options ( 3 of 3 )

But this process is something to be faced, not something to be hidden away by false images… They do not have to

copy the always-young image of the Hollywood star.

............

Real life takes into account the natural cycle of growth and change.
............

So time brings with its transformation the often painful, wearing-down process.
............

Sometimes we forget the pain of the

transformation into old age, we forget the natural

breaking down of the body.

The American image created by the mass media is

an image of youth, not of old age.

That image does not illustrate the real life of the

old ones.
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Central or Main Idea - A Celebration of Grandfathers

Define

CA-CCSS:  CA.RI.8.2, CA.RI.8.9

The central or main idea of a text is the most important point that an author makes about a topic.

The central or main idea answers the question, “What is this all about?”

Sometimes an author will state the central or main idea directly. Sometimes readers have to determine

the central or main idea themselves. To find the answer, you must look for and analyze key details the

author gives about the topic. Ask yourself:

What do each of these details have in common?

What do the details tell about, explain, or describe?

The answer to these questions will lead you to the central or main ideas.

Each paragraph has a main idea. You can use the details in that paragraph to help you figure out each

one.

All the main ideas and details of the text help develop the author’s central idea. For example, a memoir

or personal essay may include many memories that support a central idea. 

Once you determine the central or main idea and the supporting details, you can write a summary. A

summary is a short statement that explains how the most important ideas and details in a text support

the central idea.

The summary is objective. It does not include your personal opinions, or thoughts and feelings,

about the text.
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Central or Main Idea - A Celebration of Grandfathers

Model

The central or main idea of an informational text is the most important point that the author wants readers 

to remember. To identify the central idea in the essay “A Celebration of Grandfathers” by Rudolfo Anaya, 

readers need to find the important details the author includes. Then they need to think about what the 

details have in common. 

In the first part of the essay, Anaya discusses the idea that people should respect the older generations. 

He does this by giving details and sharing ideas about “the old ones” in his community, including his 

grandfather. The author talks about “a cultural value to be passed on from generation to generation, this 

respect for the old ones,” in the following passages: 

The old ones had looked deep into the web that connects all animate and inanimate forms of life, 

and they recognized the great design of creation. 

These ancianos from the cultures of the Rio Grande, lived side by side, sharing, growing together, 

they knew the rhythms and cycles of time, from the preparation of the earth in the spring to the 

digging of the acequias that bought the water to the dance of harvest in the fall. They shared good 

times and hard times. They helped each other through epidemics and the personal tragedies, they 

shared what little they had when the winds burned the land and no rain came. They learned that to 

survive one had to share in the process of life. 

Hard workers all, they tilled the earth and farmed, ran the herds and spun wool, and carved their 

saints and their kachinas from cottonwood late in the winter nights. All worked with a deep faith 

which perplexes the modern mind. 

To begin analyzing the text, first notice that the author is not just telling stories. Anaya interprets, or 

explains, what the old ones did as he remembers what he thought about them. He points out how the life 

that the old ones lived was meaningful and important. 

The author explains that the old ones understand great mysteries because they “recognized the great 

design of creation.” They also understand how a life is lived in repeated patterns because “they knew the 

rhythms and cycles of time.” Anaya notes that they worked hard, but he also points out that their lives are 

lessons because “they learned that to survive one had to share.” He believes that the old ones had 

something younger people do not have: “a deep faith which perplexes the modern mind.” These details 

suggest that the author’s central or main idea is that younger people should respect the older people. 

Because “A Celebration of Grandfathers” is a memoir, Anaya writes about details from his own past that 

express his opinions about his grandfather. This also helps form his main idea. 
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CA-CCSS:  CA.RI.8.2, CA.RI.8.9

I remember him driving his horse-drawn wagon into Santa Rosa in the fall when he brought his 

harvest produce to sell in the town. What a tower of strength seemed to come in that small man 

huddled on the seat of the giant wagon. One click of his tongue and the horses obeyed, stopped or 

turned as he wished. He never raised his whip. How unlike today when so much teaching is done 

with loud words and threatening hands. 

Anaya describes his grandfather as “a tower of strength.” But he also says that his grandfather really was a 

“small man.” Anaya uses examples to show how his grandfather impressed him with special skills like 

commanding the horses with “one click of his tongue.” Anaya makes his point that his grandfather’s 

strength has something to teach present readers when he says, “unlike today when so much teaching is 

done with loud words.” These details support the author’s belief, or the main idea of this paragraph, that 

his grandfather was a strong man who did not need many words to show his power. 

The main ideas and supporting details of these paragraphs build upon each other to help develop a 

central or main idea of the memoir. A summary of the central idea up to this point might read: Through the 

example of his grandfather, the author shows how the ancianos who lived close to the rhythms of nature 

and who held great faith have much to teach people living in the modern world. 
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Central or Main Idea - A Celebration of Grandfathers

Practice

Complete each row by placing the details from the answer box in order so that they build to the main

idea. Then place the main idea in the last row.

Sequence Details

CA-ELD:  ELD.PI.8.6.a.Ex

Instructions for Student

Details Options ( 5 of 5 )

The American image created by the mass media is an image of youth, not of old age.
............

If analyzed carefully, we see that same damaging thought has crept into the way society views the old.
............

That image does not illustrate the real life of old ones.
............

It is only the healthy, pink-cheeked, outgoing, older persons who are shown in the media.
............

Our media’s image of old people keeps us from understanding the elderly as they really are.
............

Supporting Detail 1

Supporting Detail 2

Supporting Detail 3

Supporting Detail 4

Main Idea
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Condensing Ideas - “A Celebration of Grandfathers”

Define

Condensing ideas in a text improves the connections between sentences and keeps readers

interested.

When writers condense ideas, they combine the main or important points from two or more sentences

into fewer sentences. This makes their writing more precise, or exact, and detailed.

Simple ways to condense ideas between sentences include adding compound verbs, prepositional

phrases, or clauses, and using nominalization.

A compound verb is two or more verbs with the same subject. The verbs are joined by a

coordinating conjunction, such as “and,” “but,” and “or.” For example, the two sentences “I went to

the store. I bought cereal.” can be combined as “I went to the store and bought cereal.”

A prepositional phrase is a group of words that begins with a preposition, such as “for,” “to,” or

“with,” and ends with a noun or pronoun. For example, “I bought a gift. It is for Jason.” can be

condensed to “I bought a gift for Jason.”

A clause is a group of related words with a subject and verb, but often it cannot stand alone as a

sentence. For example, “This story is about important events. These important events changed the

world.” can be condensed to “This story is about important events that changed the world.” The

phrase that changed the world is a clause that cannot stand alone.

Finally, nominalization is used to change verbs or adjectives to nouns. For example, “Mori is

intelligent. Mori can solve complicated problems.” becomes “Mori’s intelligence helps him solve

complicated problems.” when the adjective “intelligent” is changed to the noun “intelligence.”
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Term Form Meaning Example

Instructions for Student

Complete the chart by cutting and pasting the correct meaning and example into the third and fourth 

column to match the term in each row.

Meaning Options ( 7 of 7 )

a phrase that starts with a preposition and ends with a noun or pronoun
............

a group of words in a sentence that contains a subject and a verb
............ exact and accurate

............

a word that connects or joins two or more sentences or words in a sentence
............

changing a verb or adjective into a noun
............ combining the main points from two or more sentences

............

two or more verbs joined with a coordinating conjunction
............

Example Options ( 7 of 7 )

“Sara is 12-years-old and 5 feet tall.”
............ “After the game was over, the team left the field.”

............

“The actor sang and danced.”
............ “I found the book with the blue cover.”

............

“for,” “and,” “nor,” “but,” “or,” “yet,” “so”
............

“Freddie tripped on a rock. Freddie dropped his phone.” becomes “Freddie tripped and dropped his phone.”
............

“improve” becomes “improvement”; “difficult” becomes “difficulty”
............

condensing ideas verb

precise adjective

compound verb noun

coordinating

conjunction

noun

prepositional

phrase

noun



4/17/2020 StudySync - Vocabulary 1 - Condensing Ideas - “A Celebration of Grandfathers”

https://apps.studysync.com/#!/core-ela/8/68/instructional-path 14

Term Form Meaning Example

CA-ELD:  ELD.PI.8.12.a.Ex

clause noun

nominalization verb
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Condensing Ideas - “A Celebration of Grandfathers”

Model

Writers can help readers understand how ideas are connected and make their writing flow smoothly by 

using a variety of simple ways to condense their ideas. 

Some sentences can have more than one verb. When a subject of a sentence does two or more actions, 

there is a compound verb in that sentence. Writers use coordinating conjunctions to join verbs: 

Coordinating 

Conjunctions 
for  and  nor  but  or  yet  so 

Look at how Rudolfo Anaya uses compound verbs in “A Celebration of Grandfathers”: 

One very dry summer, the river dried to a trickle, there was not water for the fields. The young plants 

withered and died ...My grandfather touched me, looked up in the sky and whispered, “Pray for 

rain.” 

The main idea of this passage is to show his grandfather’s deep connection to the environment. This 

paragraph would have taken far longer to make the main points had Anaya written instead, “My 

grandfather touched me. My grandfather looked up in the sky. My grandfather whispered, ‘Pray for rain’.” 

Writers also use prepositional phrases to condense ideas. Most prepositional phrases tell when or where 

someone or something is. Some prepositions include: 

Prepositions  in  on  at  under  over  next to  in front of 

Now read how the author uses prepositional phrases to tell the reader where he rode in his grandfather’s 

wagon in this example from the text: 

I would run to greet the wagon, and the wagon would stop. “Buenos Dias le de Dios, abuelo,” I 

would say. “Buenos Dias te de Dios, mi hijo,” he would answer and smile, and then I could jump up 

on the wagon and sit at his side. Then I, too, became a king as I rode next to the old man who 

smelled of earth and sweat and the other deep aromas from the orchards and fields of Puerto de 

Luna. 

Anaya uses the prepositions “on,” “at,” “next to,” and “from” to show the reader where he was and what his 

grandfather was like. 

A clause is a part of a sentence containing a subject and a verb. Some clauses can stand alone as a 

sentence. Other clauses are dependent and cannot stand alone. Often, dependent clauses begin with one 
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or more of the following words or phrases: after, although, because, before, even though, since, that, 

which, when, who. 

Read this example from “A Celebration of Grandfathers”: 

I remember once, while out in the field, I came upon an anthill, and before I knew it I was badly 

bitten. 

This is much more concise and interesting than if the author had stated, “I remember once I was out in the 

field. I came upon an anthill in the field. I was badly bitten.” 

Nominalization means changing a verb or an adjective into a noun. Often, nominalizations are formed with 

an affix such as -ing, -y, or -ion. For example: 

“Buenos Dias le de Dios, abuelo.” God give you a good day, grandfather. This is how I was taught as 

a child to greet my grandfather, or any grown persons. It was a greeting of respect, a cultural value 

to be passed on from generation to generation, this respect for the old ones. 

Anaya turned the verb “to greet” into the noun “greeting.” 

By using these strategies, authors condense ideas in a text, while also creating variety and interest for the 

reader. 
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Complete each sentence by filling in the blank or blanks.

Instructions for Student

1. Write the verbs and coordinating conjunction that best condense the following sentence pair: “Ralph built the

dog house. Ralph painted the dog house blue.”

Ralph  the dog house  it blue.

2. Write the verbs and coordinating conjunction that best condense the following sentence pair: “Kylie finished

the test. Kylie put the test on the teacher’s desk.”

Kylie  the test  it on the teacher’s desk.

3. Write the verbs and coordinating conjunction that best condense the following sentence pair: “George read

the chapter. George did not finish the worksheet.”

George  the chapter  the worksheet.

4. Write the verbs and coordinating conjunction that best condense the following sentence pair: “Deb was out

of butter. Deb spread jam on her toast.”

Deb  out of butter  she  jam on her toast.

5. Write the verbs and coordinating conjunction that best condense the following sentence pair: “The audience

applauded. The audience left the theater.”

The audience  the theater.

6. Write the prepositional phrase that best condenses the following sentence pair: “We stayed at the cabin.

The cabin is in the woods.”

We stayed at the cabin  .

7. Write the prepositional phrase that best condenses the following sentence pair: “I planted daisies in the

flower pot. The flower pot is under the window.”

I planted daisies in the flower pot  .

8. Write the prepositional phrase that best condenses the following sentence pair: “My aunt brought gifts when

she came to visit. The gifts are for me.”

My aunt brought gifts  when she came to visit.

9. Write the prepositional phrase that best condenses the following sentence pair: “Jamal put his book on the

table. The table is next to the sofa.”

Jamal put his book on the table  .

10. Write the prepositional phrase that best condenses the following sentence pair: “My sister went to the

movies. She brought her friend Steph.”

My sister went to the movies  .
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CA-ELD:  ELD.PII.8.7.Ex

11. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “My mother loves to go hiking. She is

wearing the blue parka.”

My mother,  , loves to go hiking.

12. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “The tall man is my father. He is carrying

the backpack.”

The tall man  is my father.

13. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “I want to make a snack. I am going to

make it at home.”

 , I will make myself a snack.

14. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “We should leave right now. That way we

will make it on time.”

We will make it in time  .

15. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “The cat has grey stripes. It lives next

door.”

The cat  lives next door.

16. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “The flowers were in a vase on her desk.

She grew the flowers herself.”

The flowers,  , were in a vase on her desk.

17. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “My brother is leaving for college soon.

You met him yesterday.”

My brother,  , is leaving for college soon.

18. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “His cupcakes won first prize last year.

They are the best cupcakes I’ve ever tasted.”

His cupcakes,  , won first prize last year.

19. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “I watched TV for a long time. I could

hardly stay awake.”

I watched TV  .

20. Write the clause that best condenses the following sentence pair: “She was late. She did not hear the

alarm.”

She was late  .
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Condensing Ideas - “A Celebration of Grandfathers”

Prompt

Response

0 words, 0 characters

Recall that you are reading about how people become who they are in this unit. The essay “A Celebration

of Grandfathers,” by Rudolfo Anaya, explores the lessons and values the author learned from his

grandfather and other ancianos—elderly people—in New Mexico.

Write a summary of Anaya’s essay. Remember that a summary is a short account of the main points and

most important information, or supporting details, in a text. Do not include your own opinions about the

text, its contents, or its author. In your summary, use clauses to condense your ideas between sentences.
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3. Using Language

Using Language  

CA ELD: ELD.PII.8.6.Em, ELD.PII.8.6.Ex, ELD.PII.8.6.Br 

Question Number: 1 

Question: Find the sentence in paragraph 2 that tells how the young people of the author's community responded to what the 

older people had to share. 

Sample Answer: They had something important to share with the young, and when they spoke, the young listened. 

Question Number: 2 

Question: Find the sentence in paragraph 2 that explains what the older people learned from working with the earth. 

Sample Answer:  These old abuelos and abuelitas had worked the earth all their lives, and so they knew the value of 

nurturing, they knew the sensitivity of the earth. 

Question Number: 3 

Question: Find the sentence in paragraph 2 that tells how people in the author's community responded to the need to work 

together. 

Sample Answer: The daily struggle called for cooperation, and so every person contributed to the social fabric, and each 

person was respected for his contribution. 

Question Number: 4 

Question: Find the sentence in paragraph 6 that tells how the older people spoke. 

Sample Answer: When they spoke, they spoke plainly and with few words, and they meant what they said . 

Question Number: 5 

Question: Find the sentence in paragraph 6 that tells why the older people in the author's community passed along their 

knowledge. 

Sample Answer: All this they passed on to the young, so that a new generation would know what they had known, so the 

string of life would not be broken . 
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Expanding: Condensing ideas in a text improves connections between sentences. 

When writers combine the ideas in sentences , they make them more precise and detailed. 

One way to condense ideas is to combine two or more verbs with the same subject into a compound verb. 

A coordinating conjunction is a word that connects sentences or other words in a sentence. 

Adding a prepositional phrase, which starts with a preposition and ends with a noun or a pronoun , is another way to 

condense ideas. 

A clause is a group of words in a sentence that contains a subject and a verb. 
Nominalization means changing a verb or an adjective into a noun. 
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Expanding answer:  

1. Ralph built the dog house and painted it blue. 

2. Kylie finished the test and put it on the teacher's desk. 

3. George read the chapter but did not finish the worksheet. 

4. Deb was out of butter so she spread jam on her toast. 

5. The audience applauded and left the theater. 

6. We stayed at the cabin in the woods. 

7. I planted daisies in the flower pot under the window. 

8. My aunt brought gifts for me when she came to visit. 

9. Jamal put his book on the table next to the sofa. 

10. My sister went to the movies with her friend Steph. 

11. My mother, who is wearing the blue parka , loves to go hiking. 

12. The tall man who is carrying the backpack is my father. 

13. When I get home , I will make myself a snack. 

14. We will make it in time if we leave right now. 
15. The cat that has grey stripes lives next door. 

16. The flowers, which she grew herself , were in a vase on her desk. 

17. My brother, whom you met yesterday , is leaving for college soon. 

18. His cupcakes, which are the best I've ever tasted , won first prize last year. 

19. I watched TV until I could hardly stay awake. 
20. She was late because she did not hear the alarm. 

 
 




