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About La Mesa-Spring Valley Schools 
 
La Mesa-Spring Valley Schools is a high-performing school district located just east of 
San Diego. The District is committed to high student performance embedded in a culture 
of quality and continuous improvement. We embrace diversity. Collaboration is valued 
among all stakeholder groups and the interest-based process is used as the core for 
problem solving. The District covers 26 square miles and serves 11,978 pupils (not 
including preschool) with 16 elementary schools (grades K-6), one middle school (grades 
7-8), one literacy academy (grades K-4), and three specialty academies (grades 4-8). The 
District employs just over 2,000 people with an annual general fund budget of 
approximately $138 million. 
 
Board of Education 
Dr. Emma Turner   Board President 
Rebecca McRae   Board Vice President 
Charda` Fontenot   Board Clerk 
Megan Epperson   Board Member 
Jim Long    Board Member 
 
District Administration 
David Feliciano  Superintendent 
Jennifer Nerat  Assistant Superintendent, Business Services 
Tina Sardina   Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources 
Guido Magliato  Assistant Superintendent, Learning Support 
Deann Ragsdale  Assistant Superintendent, Student Supports 
 
Our Purpose 
To inspire learning and respect 
 
Our Vision 
La Mesa-Spring Valley Schools is a community of life-long learners who engage in 
continuous improvement and contribute positively to a global society, within a safe 
learning environment.  
 
Our Principles 
In order to achieve work purposefully and realize our vision we must: 

 Make decisions based upon the best interest of all children. 
 Honor individuality and diversity. 
 Act with integrity. 
 Partner with the community. 
 Strive for excellence. 
 Establish, measure and hold ourselves accountable to appropriate goals. 
 Communicate effectively. 
 Develop well-rounded learners. 
 Explore a sense of possibility. 
 Use resources wisely. 
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Communities We Serve 
Communities served include the City of La Mesa, a portion of the City of El Cajon, and 
the unincorporated communities of Mt. Helix, Casa de Oro, and Spring Valley, all within 
San Diego County. 
 
Schools 

16 Elementary Schools (Grades K-6) 
1 Middle School (Grades 7-8) 
1 K-3 Academy (Grades K-3) 
3 4-8 Academies (Grades 4-8) 

 
District Enrollment 

All Schools 11,798 
Grades K-3 5,166 
Grades 4-8 6,632 

  
Average Class Size 

Grades K-3 26 to 1 
Grades 4-8 29 to 1 

 
Student Ethnicity 

Hispanic 49% 
White 28% 
African American 9% 
Two or More Races 8% 
Asian 3% 
Other 3% 

 
Percentage of Unduplicated Pupils: 62% 
The term “unduplicated pupils” refers to students who are English learners, meet income 
or categorical eligibility requirements for free or reduced-price meals, or are foster youth. 
The term unduplicated means that each pupil is counted only once even if the pupil meets 
more than one of these criteria. 
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About the Adopted Budget 
 
According to Education Codes 42127 and 52062, on or before July 1 of each year, the 
governing board of each school district must hold a public hearing on the budget to be 
adopted for the subsequent fiscal year and adopt a budget.  The county superintendent 
of schools shall approve, conditionally approve, or disapprove the adopted budget for 
each school district. 
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Enrollment, Attendance, Demographics 
 
Enrollment 
District enrollment declined to 11,798 in the 2019-20 school year. It is projected that 
enrollment will continue to decline in the next two school years by approximately 264 
students per year. 
 
District Enrollment History 
 

 
 
Average Daily Attendance (ADA) Percentage 
ADA is the average number of pupils in attendance on a daily basis. Almost all District 
revenues and grants are based on ADA. The ADA percentage is a ratio based on CBEDs 
enrollment to P-2 reported ADA. 
 
ADA is projected to remain flat at 95% in the 2020-21 school year. 
 
Unduplicated Pupils 
The term “unduplicated pupils” refers to students who are English learners, meet income 
or categorical eligibility requirements for free or reduced-price meals, or are foster youth. 
The term unduplicated means that each pupil is counted only once even if the pupil meets 
more than one of these criteria. 
 
The percentage of unduplicated pupils is the number of unduplicated pupils divided by 
total enrollment in the current year. Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) Supplemental 
and Concentration grant totals are calculated using a three-year rolling average of 
unduplicated pupils enrolled in the District. 
 
The District’s current percentage of unduplicated pupils is 61.7%.  
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Local Control Funding Formula  
 
 
The LCFF replaced California’s nearly half-century-old school finance system (Revenue 
Limits) with one that aims to provide local control as well as greater transparency and 
fairness. Under the LCFF, school districts receive a uniform base grant, increased by the 
annual Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA), adjusted by grade level, plus additional funds 
for pupils with greater educational needs, defined as low-income, English learner and 
foster youth pupils (unduplicated pupils). Districts receive an additional 20 percent per 
student “supplemental” grant based on the number of unduplicated pupils. Districts in 
which these pupils make up at least 55 percent of enrollment are entitled to a 
“concentration” grant, an additional 50 percent of the base grant for each unduplicated 
pupil above the 55 percent threshold. 
 

Local Control and Accountability Plans 
While the LCFF gives districts wide discretion to spend their base funding as they choose, 
they must use supplemental and concentration funds to increase or improve services for 
unduplicated pupils over services provided for all pupils. Use of LCFF funds are guided 
by a Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP), which is developed and adopted by 
each individual school district. 
 
Phased Implementation 
The LCFF is fully funded after a phased implementation, which began in 2013-14. 
 
Key Terms: 
 
Base Grant 
Every district will receive the same base grant for each student, depending on his or her 
grade level. The base grant is adjusted by the COLA each year. The K-3 base grant is 
adjusted up by 10.4 percent as an incentive to implement class-size reduction (CSR). 
This is referred to as the “grade span adjustment.” Districts will receive less funding for 
pupils in middle grades than for those in elementary after grade span adjustments. Now 
that the LCFF is fully funded, cost-of-living adjustments to the base grant occur on a yearly 
basis. 
 
Supplemental and Concentration Grants 
Districts will receive an additional 20 percent per student “supplemental” grant, based on 
the number of unduplicated pupils. Districts in which these pupils make up at least 55 
percent of enrollment are entitled to a “concentration” grant, an additional 50 percent of 
the base grant for each unduplicated pupil above the 55 percent threshold. 
 
Add-ons 

 Home-to-school transportation 
 Targeted Instructional Improvement Block Grant (TIIBG) 

(Districts continue to receive transportation and Targeted Instructional 
Improvement Block Grant funds at the 2012-13 level.) 
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About SACS Reporting 
 
Local educational agencies (LEAs) throughout the State of California are required to 
submit a series of reports and data to the California Department of Education (CDE). 
In 1997, a standardized account code structure (SACS) was developed and implemented 
over the next seven years by all LEAs. At the same time, the SACS Financial Reporting 
Software was developed to accommodate SACS accounting. The use of SACS and the 
SACS Financial Reporting Software helps facilitate consistency among LEAs in recording 
and reporting financial information. Specifically, the SACS software:  
 

 Improves financial data collection, reporting, transmission, accuracy, and 
comparability. 

 Reduces the administrative burden on LEAs in preparing required financial 
reports. 

 Helps meet federal reporting guidelines. 
 Ensures LEAs' compliance with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) 

as prescribed by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB). 
 Provides a framework to follow the flow of educational funds. 
 Provides better information for use by those interested in school finance. 

 
The Reporting Process 
The SACS reporting process begins with the LEA recording its financial information using 
some form of computerized system. The LEA transfers the information, either manually 
or electronically, from that system to the CDE SACS Financial Reporting Software. 
Additionally, the LEA manually enters certain supplemental information not already 
contained within their computerized financial system (such as committed/assigned 
portions of ending fund balance). At this point, the LEA reviews the data for accuracy and 
completeness according to the technical review specifications established by the CDE. 
Once the data has passed the technical review checks and/or valid exceptions have been 
properly documented within the SACS software, reports are printed and signed by the 
LEA representative, and the data is exported. These items are then forwarded to the 
LEA's reviewing agency, the COE. The reviewing agency's process of resolving 
exceptions varies by agency, but the process generally involves an interactive dialogue 
between the LEA and the reviewing agency. 
 
Source: SACS2015 Software User Guide, May 2015 
 




















































































































































































































































































