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What is PACE?
PACE (Program for Acceleration, Achievement, Challenge, and Enrichment), formally known as GATE (Gifted
and Talented Education).

The purpose of PACE is to identify gifted and talented students, including those from diverse racial,
socioeconomic, linguistic, and cultural backgrounds, and provide high-quality differentiated opportunities for
learning that meet students' particular abilities and talents.

What is the OLSAT-8?

OLSAT-S is a nationally standardized, norm referenced, group administered assessment related to a student’s
ability to learn and succeed in school. The assessment is made up of verbal and nonverbal tasks which include
verbal comprehension, verbal reasoning, pictorial reasoning, figural reasoning, and quantitative reasoning. Also
considered are academic and social behaviors as observed by teachers and parents.

Is the OLSAT-8 an intellectual test?
No. The OLSAT-8 is an achievement test.

How are students identified?
Students are identified through multiple criteria. Included is data from ability testing (OLSAT) which measures
cognitive abilities that predict a student’s potential academic success in school.

Do we have a PACE program or curriculum?
No. PACE identification does not mean that a student is in a different class or receives a separate curriculum. (See
next question for more information.)

What if a student is identified for PACE?

When a student is identified for PACE, it indicates to the teacher that the student has unique and extraordinary
abilities that may impact the student’s learning. This identification will help the teacher know that differentiation
may be needed for this student, based on strengths and areas of growth. Students who are identified are not
necessarily above grade level. It does not mean that the student should get more or different work. What the
student needs is based on grade level standards and data.

What if a student is not identified for PACE?
Most students will not be identified as PACE. This is identification of specific abilities. Students have many
unique strengths and abilities, all of which are not assessed.

Can students take the test again?
e While not recommended (scores are not likely to change significantly to qualify), a parent can request
that their student be tested the following school year during the PACE testing window.
e Teachers may also recommend students to retest the following school year. However, testing students who
scored below a certain cutoff should not retest. Learning support has access to scores for any students in
consideration for re-test and can provide guidance at the start of next year’s testing window.
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